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e Sedonais home to the red rocks, 500,000+ acres of recreational grandeur, and an
annual 3 million visitors. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Sedona saw a 5% increase in
tourism (Yavapai College).

® Tourism supports over 10,000 jobs in the area and generates around S1 billion dollars
for the city. As the city warms, the tourists increase.

How do the different stakeholders of Sedona understand

the relationship between tourism and the water quality
of Oak Creek?

Table 1. Stakeholder interviews solutions to the problem
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a. Surveys were conducted in English and
Spanish, on the Bell Rock and West
Fork trailheads.

b. Results were captured anonymously
using an iPad, with or without help
from the surveyors.

c. Respondents could opt-in to enter a
drawing for a $25 Amazon gift card.

3. Synthesize 113 survey responses with
statistical analysis.

groups: commercial interests, Packing out trash

environmental interests, and
government interests.

3. Send out invitations asking identified
groups to take part in interviews.

4. Conduct nine interviews over Zoom with
a consistent facilitator and rotating
supporting team members to take
notes.

5. Synthesize interview notes into key
points and analyze trends.

Staying on trail
Not feeding wildlife

Chart 1. From the survey Pick up dog poop
results, about half of the
individuals visiting Oak Creek
Canyon were from outside of
Arizona. Among these
individuals, 55% of e
respondents were visiting Oak
Creek Canyon for the first time.
The second largest population
of people recreating come to
the Oak Creek Canyon area
between two and five times

per year.

Where do you live? Pick up diapers

Outside the USA Sedona

Avoid fishing

Coconino County

Nothing | can do

Yavapai County 25% 50% 75% 100%

Chart 3. The total responses to this part of the survey equalled a maximum of 111 entries.

Outside of Arizona

Maricopa County

Rest of Arizona

We were able to interview three major different stakeholder groups; commercial
interests, environmental interests, and governmental interests. When asked about
the main issues and problems that they see in Oak Creek Canyon, they said:

More robust infrastructure is needed to meet the demands of residents and

accommodate visitors. This can be achieved through:

Table 2. Recreator’s perception of risks at Oak Creek Canyon

Potential Risks 1st Perceived Risk | 2nd Perceived Risk | 3rd Perceived Risk
Tripping/falling 66.98% 22.55% 3.41%
Dehydration 27.36% 52.94% 9.09%
Getting E.coli 0.94% 0.00% 6.82%
Wildlife attack 0.94% 2.94% 21.59%
Hit by falling rocks 0.94% 12.75% 37.50%
Forest fire 0.00% 4.90% 7.95%
Getting sick from
dirty water 2.83% 3.92% 13.64%




Sedona is host to the marvelous red rocks, over 550,000 acres of recreational grandeur, and as a
tourist hotspot, they boast an average of 3 million annual visitors. A study done by Yavapai College
shows the economic impact of tourism supports over 10,000 jobs and generates around S1 billion
dollars for the city. Sedona saw a 5% increase in tourism during the pandemic. As temperatures
increase, so does outdoor recreation in and around Oak Creek Canyon. SB 1350 allowed over 3,100
rooms to be added to the Greater Sedona area, impacting the roughly 10,000 residents, as 75% of
Sedona’s public services are funded through sales tax revenues. A main concern for the city is water
quality within Oak Creek Canyon, which can show fluctuating levels of Escherichia coliform (E. coli)
according to the Arizona Department of Water Quality and Oak Creek Watershed Council. Businesses
risk a loss of revenue when safety standards are exceeded. To propose potential solutions, it is
important to understand how this issue is perceived by all stakeholders. Finding common ground and
removing obstacles preventing compliance allows stakeholders to come together to find a robust,
holistic solution that improves the water quality of Oak Creek Canyon.

® Sedona is home to the red rocks, 500,000+ acres of recreational grandeur, and an annual 3 million
visitors. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Sedona saw a 5% increase in tourism (Yavapai College).

e Tourism supports over 10,000 jobs in the area and generates around S1 billion dollars for the city.

e With increases in temperature, tourism follows the same pattern.

e SB 1350 added 3,100 rooms to be added to the Greater Sedona area, impacting rouoghly 10,000
residents. 75% of Sedona’s public services come from sales tax revenue.

e \Water quality of Oak Creek Canyon is a major concern with high fluctuations of Escherichia coliform
(E.coli), as reported by Arizona Department of Water Quality and Oak Creek Watershed Council.

® Businesses face threats of loss of revenue when safety standards are exceeded, tourists face closures
of areas like Slide Rock State Park, and the creek itself is heavily impacted.



